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Abstract
The Arizona Conference camp meeting setting for a full week of youth ministry created a
setting for a model of youth ministry that has yielded a 600 percent increase in student
participation over a five year period. It includes the three components of spiritual feeding,
relationally connecting, and physically serving. This model could be used in other settings as
well.

Background
During the 2010 Arizona Conference
youth camp meeting program more than 300
students traveled to Prescott, AZ for the
opening weekend. As this opening weekend
drew to a close, we were thrilled to find that a
core group of 180 high school teenagers
remained, a group over 600 percent larger
than when we began in 2004. This core
group took part in a holistic week long
ministry experience, and was led by a team of
more than 25 adults, many of whom donated
vacation time to invest in the lives of these
students. By the close of the week we were
thrilled to watch and support five students
who gave their lives to Jesus in baptism.
Excitement has continued to grow as an
increasing number of students are choosing
to join camp meeting each year.
This is the model for camp meeting
youth ministry used in the Arizona

Conference. This model could be effectively
applied to many youth ministry environments.
The term “holistic” refers to an intentional
effort to provide balanced youth ministry in
order to meet the spiritual needs of students.
The model began in 2004, with three goals:
1) Deepening students’ walk with the Jesus,
2) Building a peer community to support
students’ journey with Jesus beyond camp
meeting, and 3) providing students the
opportunity to impact the lives of others
through service.
This model has been developed to create
a God-centered camp meeting experience that
will transform the lives of students. Having an
entire week with a consistent core group of
students is a gift that should not be wasted.
Instead of baby sitting or trying to keep them
out of trouble, this model is proactive based
on God’s initiative as demonstrated through
Scripture with the creation of humans.
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In the story of God’s creation and
interaction with Adam, it is clear that
mankind, and this does include high school
students, was created to experience God in
multiple ways. To focus on only one avenue
and neglect others would limit the holistic
experience God desired to have with Adam. In
order for Adam to really know and love his
Creator, God fed him spiritually, connected
with him relationally, and called him to serve
physically. This was God’s special and
intentional package deal. The same is true of
our interaction with students. In both
individual and corporate spirituality there
needs to be activities and disciplines that
provide balanced and holistic growth
(Mulholland, 1993). We should not, for
example, preach the gospel to students
without giving them immediate opportunity to
live out the gospel through service.

Spiritual Feeding
God fed Adam spiritually. Scripture notes
that God “walked in the garden in the cool of
the day.” (Genesis 3:8) Adam was being fed
spiritually through being in God’s presence.
For camp meeting to transform the lives of
students they must be fed spiritually by being
in the presence of God. If we want our kids to
grow into what God desires for them to
become, to be people who know how to offer
God’s love, life, and creativity to a brutal,
hurting, and stunted world, then we need to
share the presence of Jesus with them
(Yaconelli, 2006).
This first part of this model involves adults
purposefully journeying with students into the
presence of Jesus. What students need most
are people who know how to be present to
God and present to others (Yaconelli, 2006).
The entire youth leadership team, including all
speakers, musicians, and support staff are
committed to walking with students on their
spiritual journey during the week. The idea
here is to practice the presence of Jesus
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throughout the entire camp meeting
experience. There is not a time during the
week long program that the presence of Jesus
gets turned off.
Adults who love God and love students
are agents of Christ’s love during camp
meeting. The adult leaders worship with
students, pray with students, encourage
students, serve the community alongside
students, and stop to have conversations with
students whenever the opportunity arises. The
key here is for adults to continually point
students to Jesus by being with them. In
addition to adult interaction, students are fed
spiritually by relevant Christ-centered
preaching, creative prayer initiatives, and
participatory worship opportunities. Students
had the chance to write on prayer walls each
day and take part in evening dramas during
the week.

Connect Relationally
God also connected to Adam relationally.
God created Adam with the need to be
connected to other people. Adam was meant
to share and experience life with others.
Scripture shares that often quoted statement
that it is not good for man to be alone
(Genesis 2:18). God formed for Adam a
friend with whom he could share life. God
revealed himself more deeply to Adam
through the friend he created from him and for
him.. Like Adam, students need relational
connectivity. As Christians we are called to
belong, not just believe. We are not meant to
live lone ranger lives; instead we are to
belong to Christ’s family and be members of
the body (Warren, 1995).
The second part of the camp meeting
model involves building a student community.
The idea here is to develop friendships
between students that will last as a support
system far after camp meeting is finished.
Adult youth leaders do this by calling all
students by name, making a point to
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introduce students to each other. Each
afternoon the students engage in team
building games and activities that force them
to reach outside their comfort zone and meet
other people.
Through the uses of digital photography
and video the students were constantly seeing
them selves interacting on the screen with
other students, reinforcing their sense of
belonging. Students are given a voice in the
camp meeting program through the use of
testimony sharing times, and in the decisionmaking process of community service
projects. Students are also encouraged to
work in teams during community projects,
giving them a chance to work along side
those they do not know.

Serve Physically
God invited Adam to serve physically.
Adam was not created and left to roam the
garden aimlessly. As God invested in Adam
through the practice of presence, He then
invited Adam to a life of service. Scripture tells
how God gave Adam the task of calling all
created animals by name (Genesis 2:19-20).
This valuable truth shares God’s desire for his
people to have a life of significance and
purpose. This is an area where many youth
programs fall short. Students want to make a
significant contribution to this world, and want
to belong to a movement that is making a
difference. We do a disservice to students if
we preach to them but fail to give them an
opportunity to serve with significance.
The third and final part of camp meeting
model involves creating a high impact
community service opportunity for students.
As they are being fed spiritually and
connected relationally, they are then given the
chance to get out in the community and
serve. Students need to be connected to their
communities. We need a holistic teaching—
we need to be concerned about the body, the
soul, and the experience, the quality of life of

people within the community (Claiborne and
Perkins, 2009). The idea here is to allow
students to live the Gospel by being the hands
and feet of Jesus in the community. Five years
ago, after watching the ABC television show
“Extreme Home Makeover,” the leadership
team wondered why that type of an emotional
experience couldn’t happen at the camp
meeting. As the wheels began to turn, God set
in place a series of huge community home
makeover project that would deeply impact
the core group of students.
In 2007, the leadership team prayerfully
searched for our first home to do a makeover.
God connected us to a single parent who
lived from one welfare check to another,
supporting her two kids—one of which was
handicapped. Her name was Nancy and she
lived in a dilapidated home that had leaked
water from the roof for over 10 years. The
planning began. We recruited contractors,
raised funds, and engaged in preparation
work. Over the course of six days a team of
50 students and professional volunteers
completely transformed the exterior of Nancy’s
house. This first project gained statewide
attention as local TV stations ran prime time
stories about what the students were doing in
the community. One neighbor commented,
“Kids in this day and age just don’t do this
type of stuff anymore.“
This was the missing puzzle piece in the
Arizona youth camp meeting program. When
the students served physically in addition to
being fed spiritually and connected
relationally, their experience became
transformational. Students are the church of
today, not some unknown future. Therefore,
we must create an environment where
students are challenged to serve others and
discover the significant life God has called
them to live (Fields).
Since 2007, the students have served on
four extreme home makeover projects in the
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Prescott, AZ community. In June, 2010, more
than 180 students worked on one single
project serving a recovered meth and heroine
addict who had turned over his life to the
Lord. As the students served and interacted
with Dale, their lives were impacted in the
most remarkable way. It was an absolutely
thrilling experience to stand next to Dale as he
yelled, “Move that bus.” Dale was embraced
through the hugs and hi-fives of hundreds of
students. Many students for the first time felt
like they had a reason and purpose for their
lives. God had created them for something
significant. During that week, God called them
to help Dale. This reminds me of Ephesians
2:10 which says, “For we are God's
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in advance
for us to do.”
The key to the growth and success of this
model was the holistic experience for
students. Students heard amazing biblical
preaching, experienced Christ-centered
worship, and experienced support on their
journey by Godly adults who cared for them.
They were encouraged and invited to be part
of a student community that extends way
beyond the time limitations of camp meeting.
And students stayed connected all year
through the wonders of phone calls, texting,
and social networks. When a student from
camp meeting hurts, a peer is there to listen
and encourage. Finally, the students were
given a purpose for being at camp meeting.
Their purpose became deeper than hanging
with friends and playing wild games. They
were being called to camp meeting by God to
make a difference in the life of a stranger in
need.
This model is a six-year work in progress.
There are many elements that still need to be
tweaked and reworked. God may decide to
send the Arizona youth camp meeting in an
entirely new direction with a different model in
the future. But for now He continues to move
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us toward holistic youth ministry through
feeding students spiritually, connecting them
relationally, and inviting them to serve
physically.
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